
Our Mission: Loving 
 

Our Mission: Hohenwald Church of Christ exists to be a loving, caring, working and growing 

congregation of the Lord‟s church. 

 

We talk and sing a lot about God‟s love. “Come let us all unite to sing, „God is love.‟” “Love one 

another, for love is of God.” Often when we ask how God demonstrates love for us, we speak of the 

physical blessings we enjoy in life. What are some of those blessings? 

 Family 

 Friends 

 Finances 

 Possessions 

 Jobs 

 Place in which we live 

 Health

 

Certainly it is appropriate to be thankful to God for these blessings, but if we only speak of these 

physical/material blessings when reflecting on God‟s love, we miss out on so many aspects of God‟s 

love for us. In fact, if these are the primary signs of God‟s love, does that mean those who don‟t 

enjoy these blessings aren‟t worthy of God‟s love? Certainly we wouldn‟t want to believe such a 

thing. So it‟s important for us also to think about some of the other ways in which God demonstrates 

love to the creation, including humanity. Notice especially the use of verbs to indicate action on 

God‟s part. Love is not a feeling, but an action. 

 God creates male and female in God‟s own image (Genesis 1:27; 2:7) 

 God grants humans genuine freedom and authority over their lives (Genesis 2:16-17). While 

God does tell Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree, God doesn‟t coerce them or force them 

to comply but grants them the freedom and authority to make their own decisions. 

 God hears the cries of suffering people and is concerned (Exodus 2:24-25) 

 God gives Godself to the world in Jesus (John 3:16) 

 

John tells the folks he‟s writing in 1 John 4:11 “since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.” Part of what this means for us is that we are to demonstrate the same kind of love God 

demonstrates. 

 If God demonstrates love by creating people in God‟s own image, we demonstrate love by 

recognizing God‟s image in each person we encounter, no matter how obscured that image 

may be by external appearances. 

 If God grants humans genuine freedom and authority over their lives, we demonstrate love by 

also granting others freedom to join us in following Jesus or to refuse to join us. We do not 

attempt to coerce or force them, but honor them with the same respect and dignity with which 

God honors every person. 

 If God hears the cries of suffering people and is concerned, we demonstrate love by listening 

for the cries, audible or silent, of those around us who are suffering and by taking to heart 

those cries. 

 If God gives Godself to the world in Jesus to address the trouble in the world, we 

demonstrate love by giving ourselves sacrificially to the world, regardless of the risk 

involved, in order that we might help bring about healing in some small way. 

 

Concluding Prayer: Unconditionally loving God, we pray that you would send us from this place as 

your agents offering your unconditional love to all we encounter. In the name of Jesus we pray, 

amen. 


