
Our Mission: Growing 
 

Our Mission: Hohenwald Church of Christ exists to be a loving, caring, working and growing 

congregation of the Lord’s church. 

 

Throughout the New Testament, many of the authors go to great lengths to emphasize Jesus’ 

identity as both divine and human. In a sense, they present Jesus as the definitive model of what 

it means to be human as God created us to be. One of the themes that comes up multiple times is 

Jesus’ growth. Luke twice tells us that Jesus grew (Luke 2:40, 52). Later in the New Testament, 

the writer of Hebrews says Jesus “learned obedience from what he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). 

 

Other new testament writers remind their readers of the importance of growth. In 1 Timothy 

6:11, Paul urges Timothy to “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and 

gentleness.” In 2 Peter 1:5-7, Peter challenges his audience to “make every effort to add to your 

faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual 

affection, love.” 

 

Often we read the Bible very individualistically. We can certainly grow some on our own. But 

not one of us has made it to this point in life without the help of parents or grandparents or 

friends or a special mentor or a church family. Likewise, we need to be surrounded by others 

who will help us grow to our full potential in Christ. This is why it is so important that we get to 

know each other by participating in groups such as these. Because the littlest one here needs the 

oldest one here to care about him or her. Just the same, the oldest one here needs the littlest one 

here to care about him or her. Once we develop relationships with one another, we can get down 

to the business of helping one another grow. 

 

How might we help each other continue to grow as human beings called to serve God? 

 Pray for one another’s continued growth in Christ 

 Spend time together sharing the ups and downs of our lives 

 Asking one another for help and offering our help to one another 

 Gently and kindly challenge one another when we witness each other moving backward 

 Recognize and applaud the growth we witness in each other 

 

Concluding Prayer: O God who in Christ has demonstrated the importance of continued growth 

as human beings called to honor you with our lives, we pray that you would send us from this 

place with a passion for continued growth in our own lives and a passion for helping our brothers 

and sisters continue to grow as well. We pray in the name of Jesus, amen. 


