
The Lord’s Prayer: The Power and the Glory 
 

Introductory Question 

When you hear the word “power” what is the first word or image that comes to mind? [After a 

few minutes for responses/discussion, ask the next question.] When you hear the word “glory” 

what is the first word or image that comes to mind? 

 

These are important questions to consider, because the final phrase of Jesus’ prayer is, “For 

yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

Shortly before he was crucified, Jesus prayed to God, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your 

Son, that your Son may glorify you.” The Hebrews writer says that Jesus was “crowned with 

glory and honor because he suffered death” (2:9). Revelation 5:12 tells of this song being sung, 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 

honor and glory and praise!” It is quite clear that the writers of Scripture are trying to reorient 

our understandings and revise our definitions of “power” and “glory.” It’s only as we follow 

their lead and allow them to reorient us and revise our definitions that we can begin to grasp 

what the conclusion of Jesus’ prayer is all about. 

 

If Jesus is the true King, whose kingdom redefines power and glory by the humble manger and 

the deadly cross, then to join in the praying of this prayer is to pray that his kingdom, with this 

different kind of power and glory may be made visible in the world. This means also, that we 

must begin to live our lives on the basis of the standards of this kingdom, not the kingdoms of 

the world. If we aren’t prepared to live on the basis of the standards of God’s kingdom, which 

may often conflict with the standards of the kingdoms of the world, we should simply stop 

praying this prayer. This redefinition of power and glory also reminds us that as we pray we must 

be ready to put our hopes and plans, which often involve pursuit of power and glory as the world 

defines them, on hold, so that God can remake them so that they reflect the kind of power and 

glory revealed in the inglorious manger and the powerless cross. 

 

Discussion Questions 
(1) In terms of worldly power, who is the most powerful person you know? Compare and 

contrast their power with the power of God’s kingdom as we’ve described it? 

 

(2) Is it possible to reprogram ourselves so that our default definition of power and glory would 

include submitting to crucifixion? How might we put this new definition into practice in our 

everyday lives? 

 

Closing Prayer 
God, our Father, we pray that you would revise our definitions of power and glory, and that you 

would help us to renounce glory and power as our world defines them to instead pursue manger 

glory and cross power in imitation of Jesus. Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 


