
The Lord’s Prayer: Your Kingdom Come 
 

The second phrase of Jesus’ prayer is, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.” 

 

The vision at the end of Revelation is not of humans being snatched up from earth to heaven. 

Rather, it is of the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven to earth. In a sense, it 

pictures the marriage of God’s space, heaven, and our space, earth. This is what Jesus is praying 

for when he prays, “Your kingdom come.” If we listen attentively when he says, “on earth as it is 

in heaven,” it is clear he is not merely praying for some other-worldly reality. Basically, Jesus is 

picking up on a prayer that had been prayed by generations of Jews before him: 

 a prayer for God to overcome evil with good to the point evil could no longer exist 

 a prayer for God to restore broken relationships 

 a prayer for God to make corrupt and incomplete humanity whole again 

 

But it wasn’t just enough for Jesus to pray for God to do this. It was absolutely vital for him to 

pray for this, but it wasn’t enough. Jesus knew that such a prayer must be accompanied by a 

commitment to doing whatever could be done to aid in this project. (Otherwise Jesus would be 

like someone who begs a piano teacher to help him play piano beautifully, but never sits down 

and practices playing the piano.) For Jesus, that meant taking on the role of the servant described 

in Isaiah. In a sense, the passages about the Servant in Isaiah, including the fairly well-known 

one in Isaiah 53, are not so much predictions about how Jesus’ life would unfold, which is how 

we typically read them. Rather, they are descriptions of what one’s life would look like if he or 

she truly committed himself or herself to doing God’s will. Since Jesus fully commits himself to 

doing God’s will, his life lines up rather perfectly with these descriptions. 

 

Jesus instructs his disciples to join him in praying for God’s kingdom to come. Certainly if we 

consider the evil, the broken relationships, the corruption, and the incompleteness so apparent in 

our world, this is a prayer we ought to be able to join Jesus in praying. Implicit in Jesus’ 

instruction for the disciples to join him in praying this prayer is Jesus’ expectation that the 

disciples will also join him in trying to do whatever could be done to aid in the working out of 

God’s will. Perhaps it is a bigger challenge for us not merely to pray but to join Jesus in 

committing ourselves to doing whatever can be done to aid in this project God has undertaken of 

overcoming evil with good, restoring broken relationships, and making corrupt and incomplete 

humanity whole again. The reason this is such a challenge is because it cannot be accomplished 

except by living the kind of life described in the servant passages in Isaiah, and most of us are 

(understandably) hesitant to commit to such a sacrificial way of living. 

 

Discussion Questions 
What elements of evil, brokenness, corruption, and incompleteness do we see around us that 

should prompt us to pray for God’s kingdom to come? 
 

If the call to join Jesus in prayer is accompanied by the call to dedicate our lives to doing God’s 

will, we are to be servants in all of life. What aspect of Jesus’ servanthood do you find hardest to 

imitate, and why? 
 

What is one specific change you can make to better align your life with God’s will? 


