
Our Mission: Working 
 

Our Mission: Hohenwald Church of Christ exists to be a loving, caring, working and growing 

congregation of the Lord’s church. 

 

From the earliest days of human history, a major part of human identity has been our calling to 

work. In Genesis 3, for instance, we read that God calls Adam to work the land after he and Eve 

have been expelled from the Garden of Eden. Sometimes, we take this to mean that work is a 

form of punishment leveled against us because of our sin. If we look more closely, however, we 

see that even before Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit in the garden, God had called Adam to 

work the land (2:15). It is clear, then, that work is not a matter of punishment, but a matter of 

core identity: we are created to live working lives. 

 

Unfortunately we are also aware of the ways this aspect of our life is distorted. It’s not long 

before God’s people are working to build the Tower of Babel to make a name for themselves 

(Genesis 11:1-9). Not only is working for one’s own glory a perversion of the basic calling to 

work, forcing others to work for one’s own glory is a twisted take on this calling as well. This is 

clear in the early accounts of Exodus, in which we read that Pharaoh ruthlessly forced Israelites 

to work on his behalf (Exodus 1:11-14). 

 

It is vital, therefore, that we be thoughtful and intentional when it comes to engaging in work. 

We ought to give ourselves fully to the roles in which we’ve been called to serve in life, because 

God has created us to work. We ought to be willing always to bear our share of the load, being 

especially mindful never to abuse our power over others as Pharaoh came to do. 

 

It is quite possible that the greatest testimony to faith we can offer others is not through our 

worship assemblies or our public proclamations of faith, but through fulfilling our various 

callings in life in faithful ways. Whether you have an official full-time job, whether you serve as 

a volunteer, whether you stay home to raise your children or manage your family’s affairs, or 

whether you have retired after many years of regularly working, the way you conduct yourself in 

your day-to-day routine can be one of the most significant expressions of faith those around you 

may ever see. 

 

How can you, whatever your role in life, allow your faith to impact your daily activities? 

 

Concluding Prayer: God who has made us working creatures, would you take our feeble efforts 

to fulfill our various roles in life and allow your light to shine through us in ways that others 

would see you in us? We pray in the name of Jesus, amen. 


