
Our Mission: Caring 
 

Our mission: Hohenwald Church of Christ exists to be a loving, caring, working and growing 

congregation of the Lord’s church. 

 

From the earliest days of humanity’s existence, one of the greatest temptations we’ve had to deal 

with is our tendency to be selfish and self-absorbed. This is at the heart of Cain’s murder of Abel, at 

the heart of Pharaoh’s abuse of the Israelites, at the heart of Saul’s mistreatment of David, at the 

heart of the religious leaders’ rejection of Jesus. Selfishness doesn’t just show up in major tragedies 

like these, however. It often rears its head in much more ordinary circumstances. For the people of 

Israel it occurred during a time of relative prosperity when they simply failed to notice the orphans 

and widows around them because they were so busy enjoying the luxury of a fairly care-free life. For 

the people of Philippi it occurred in the midst of the church, of all places, as certain members of the 

church became involved in disputes over who would get their way in various matters. 

 

What are some of the ways selfishness creeps into our lives? 

 Demanding “our way” in the life of the church 

 Giving our leftovers instead of giving sacrificially 

 Refusing to share our lives with others to protect our reputation 

 Worrying about how certain actions might affect others’ perception of our congregation 

rather than about being true first and foremost to God’s calling 

 

In Jeremiah 22:3, the prophet reminds the people on behalf of the Lord: “Do what is just and right. 

Rescue from the hands of their oppressors those who have been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to 

the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow....” In Philippians 2:3-4, Paul reminds his audience: “Do 

nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not 

looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” In James 1:27, James 

reminds his audience: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 

orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” What is 

the common thread in these three texts? God’s people are called to care for others more than 

themselves. 

 

What are some of the ways we can care for others more than ourselves? 

 Lovingly participate in the activities of the church even if they aren’t precisely what you 

would choose 

 Commit to making giving of your first-fruits a priority and to periodically increasing your 

giving, as a way of guarding against selfishness and caring for others 

 Open up to one or two people and share your life with them, inviting them to support you and 

in turn adopt a non-judgmental, supportive spirit and invite others to share their lives with 

you and demonstrate your commitment to supporting them, whether through prayer, time 

spent together, or helping them with difficult decisions or actions 

 Make intentional efforts to interact with people who are the “foreigners, widows and 

orphans” of our day 

 

Concluding Prayer: Our God, who has a history of caring for your creation, we pray that you would 

send us out from this place and into our lives as a caring people shaped by your heart. In the name of 

Jesus we pray, amen. 


